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SIGNIFICANT GROUND FORCE ACTIVITY IN KUNMING
MILITARY REGION, CHINA, SINCE SINO-VIETNAMESE CONFLICT (S)

ABSTRACT

1. ($/D) This report discusses main ground force units of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in
the Kunming Military Region (MR), China. The functions and locations of these units were identified
primarily from satellite imagery since 1977, All unit designators were derived from reference document 1.

INTRODUCTION

2. ($/D) The Kunming MR, one of the southernmost military regions in China, consists of Guizhou
and Yunnan Provinces. The region is bordered by Burma, Laos, and Vietnam. The MR headquarters is in
the city of Kunming in Northern Yunnan Province.

Within the Kunming MR are two armies (the 11th and 14th), one artillery division, a
tank regiment, and two antiaireraft artllery (AAA) divisions (Figure 1). Four engincering reguncnls, one
antichemical-warfare regiment, and ten motor transport regiments are also located in the Kunming

4. (S/D) Subordinate to each army (Figures 2 and 3) are three infantry divisions, one artillery
regiment, and one AAA regiment. Each infantry division has one AAA battalion, one artillery regiment,
and three infantry regiments.

DISCUSSION

5. Several significant changes have occurred in the Kunming MR over the last three years,
especially since the Sino-Vietnamese conflict. One of the most important changes after China’s invasion of
Vietnam was the upgrading of the 11th Army.

6 Prior to the conflict, the 11th Army had only two infantry divisions. Since then, the
internal defense division at Fu-hsing-chen (Figures 4, S, and 6) was upgraded to main force status and
designated the 33rd Infantry Division. Equipment organic to a main force infantry division was observed
on satellite imagery thereafter.

Another significant change after the invasion was the redeployment of the 4lst Infantry
Division. This division deployed from its home garrison in Guizhou Province to three separate areas
approximately 100 nautical miles north of the Vietnamese border. The new locations are near Jianshui
(Figure 7), Tonghai (Figure 8), and possibly Shiping, in Southern Yunnan Province. These locations have
been verified on satellite imagery and the redeployment appears to be permanent. Major construction
efforts were underway at each location: numerous barracks were under construction and personnel were
temporarily housed in tents. Equipment associated with main force infantry divisions was observed in
these areas

8. (S/D) Another change within the last two years is the cxpansion of the tank /assault-gun facilities
at Kunming Army Barracks AL 17. This installation, under construction for several years, was nearly
complete in September 1980. The facility previously housed a tank/assault-gun regiment but has been
enlarged to house a tank regiment, which was first confirmed on imagery of March 1979 (Figure 9).

9. (S/D) Elements of the independent artillery division of the MR deployed to the border area during the
conflict. Some elements are suspected of being deployed in strategic areas along the Chincse/Vietnamese
border. Other elements of the division have returned to garrison. Satellite imagery has revealed artillery posi-
tions and emplacements along the border arcas on the Chinese side.

10, (8/D) No significant changes were observed in other military units in the MR during this period.

Table 1.
Independent Units, Kunming Military Region, China
(Keyed to Figure 1

This table in s eniety I clssified TOP SECRET RUFF |

Unit Instalation Coordinates B Equipment/ Activity Status
Kunming MR Hg Kunming Military Ho Area 2501-50N None Cont
1024152
2033 Tank Regiment Kunming Army Bks AL 17 25.0039N Tanks, SUT6s, AAA, Cont
1025215E cargo trucks
41 Arilery Division Kunming Artilry Division Hg  25-00-13N Field atllery, cargo cont
and Army Bks AL 9 10250098 trucks
65th AAA Division Mengzi AAA Division Hg 23.03.208 AAA Conf
and Army Bks Arca 1032030
Unlocated None Ukn

*Not shown on Figure 1.
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Table 2.
11th Army, Kunming Military Region
(Keyed to Figure 2)

This table in its entirety is lassified TOP SECRET RUI

]

Unit Insallation Coordinates  BE Status
11th Army Hg Dali Army Bks AL 3 Cont
114th Artillery Regi Dengehuan Army Bs Field artillery, cargo trucks  Conf
129th AAA Regiment® Dali Army Biks NW AL 2 ArA Cont
AAA Batalion (Unid)* Xinzhou Atmy Bks AL 1 A8 Cont
315t Infantey Division Hg Xiaguan Army Bs AL | AAA normaly observed  Conl
915t Infantey Regiment Binchuan Army Bs AL | 4 conf 37mm AAA, 9 ZPUs,  Conf
ok
520d Infantry Regiment Jianchuan Army Bks Fast AL | Training area, frng ranges,  Conl
srena
course, renching
93rd Infantry Regiment Luo-chien Army Bks E AL 14* Obstacle courses, personnel  Elements at
renches Chutien
311th Arillry Regiment Midu Army Bks S AL 1 Artllry regimen frequently ~ Conf
100-29:45E, observed here, ammunition
storuge bldgs
320d Infaniry Division Hg Lincang Infantry Division 23.53.18N 42PUs, 3 probarmored  Conf
Hg and Army Bs AL | 10006-20E vehicles, parad
firng range, auditorium,
swimming por
7077 AAA Battalon® Lincang Infantry Division 2353188 AAA Con
Hq and Army Bks AL 1 100.06.20E.
940h Infuntry Regiment Shuangjang Army Bks NAL1  2330.00N Infantry trenching, onf
099-50-15E arenade range, audiorium,
obstacle courses
95th Infantry Regiment Boashan Army Bks SW AL 1 2507018 Duaklane obstacle Prob
099.09-11E auditorium, parade field
961h Infuntry Regiment Boshang Army Bs AL | 23.43.18N Auditorium, swimmin Prob
10003085 pool, grenade ranges,
312th Artiery Regiment Changning Army Bks AL | 250118 Howitzers Cont
09938.21F
Changning Army Bks AL 2 265308N Parade ficld Conf
0992644
Changoing Army Bks AL 3 2051298 Cont
0993807E
33d Infantry Division Hg Fuhsing-chen Army Bks AL 1% 2246.55N. Engineering unit, AMA - Conf
1005845
9999ih AAA Battalon® Fuhsing.chen Army Bks AL 190 2246-55N Ara conf
100-58.45E.
9999th Engincering Company*  Fu-hsing.chen Army Bks AL 1% 22.46-55N Ponton sections Conf
1005845E.
97h Infantry Regiment Fuhsing-chen Army Bs SE 224607 ZPUs, howitzers, mortar Conf
ALZ 100-5831E,
981h Infantry Regiment Shang-chizo-chai Army Bks AL 1% 22.04-55N Poss AAA, poss mortar,  Prob
1005340E. cargo trucks
99th Infantry Regiment Fo-hai Army Bks S AL 14 21.57.00N Dual- and single-lane Prob
100.26:55E. obstacle courses
313th Artilry Regiment Fubsing-chen Army Bks NE 3 2248.00N Ficld arillery Cont
100-59-22E

*Not shown on Figure 2.
*+Wade-Giles transliteration.
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Table 3.
14th Army, Kunming Military Region
(Keyed to Figure 3)
This abe in i ety is classfied TOP SECRET RUFH 25X1
Unit Installation Coordinates BE Equipment/Activity Status
114th Army Hg Kaiyuan Army Bks and Hq AL 1 23-42-53N Cargo trucks. Conf 25X1
1031453E
AAA Regimen® Kaiyuan Army Bks NE AL S 23.43.55N AL Cont
103-16-05E.
1175h Artillery Regiment Kaiyuan Army Bks NE AL S 23.43.55N Field artillery range Conf
103-16-05E
Engincering Battalion® Kaiyuan Army Bks NE AL S 23.43.55N Ponton sections Cont
101605E
o Ifay Diviion B Yilang Army Bis ind Infaney 280001 Carg s, mockun cont
ivision Hq AL 1 1031112 ani
AAA Battalion® Yiliang Army Bks and Infantry 25:00-01N AAA Conf GUIZHOU
ivision Hq AL | 10711126
Engincering Battalion® Yiliang Army Bks AL 4 24-58-50N BMK, 90 cargo trucks, Conf 1
103:1120E “TPP bridging equipment
118th Infantry Regiment Yilung Army Bks S AL 2 24.51-39N Heavy AAA, machine gun  Conf
103-08-11E
119th Infantry Regiment Yiliang Army Bks S AL 3 24-46-35N Grenade rangs, parade Conf
1030901E Tield, cargo trucks
119th Infantry Regiment. Banxi Army Bks AL | 24-15-15N 3 grenade ranges, dual- Prob
10306-29E
120th Infantry Regiment Yiliang Army Bks and Infantry 5-00-01 Conf
Division Hy AL 1 10311126
320th Artillery Regiment Yiliang Army Bks and Infantry 25-00-0IN Conf
Division Ha AL | 10311128 L
“le;:nf:n:ry Dwé Hg Jianshui Army Bks é;:;ﬁg Bm‘l‘ck; ucon; field ol Conf 119th INF REGT )
st Infaniry Regimen) 102 antiley regiment, multple 3
o fesmend ke o, o 1100 INFREGT
‘trucks, tents : 5 —_"
AAA Baualion*® Guiyang Military Hq Area AL 3 26-36-08N AAA Conf
iyang ry Hy e / 4 ‘lmh mi DIV HO
Engincering Battalion* Uslocated Ukn 320th ARTY REGT
1220d Infantry Regiment Shiping Bks Area 23-44-30N Prob {
’ X 102.21:30E e
123rd Infantry Regiment Tonghai Army Bks 24-05-40N Barracks ucon; Conf
102.44-00E cargo trucks, tents
3215t Artillery Regiment Jianshui Army Bk 2344.00N Barracks ucon; toved Cont ) : y
1025240 mliple scket Tunchrs,
ield artiflery,car i |
ks tens Gl 1201d INF REGT o 117th ARTY REGT
42nd Infantry Division Mengzi Infantry Division 2321-35N 3 tanks, AAA Conf } % PROB 122nd L)
(AAA Battalion®) Ho & Bls AL T 1032355E g A ; INFREGT T~ g 14th ARMY HO.
Engincering Battalion® Niu-wo-pai Army Bks AL 14 23-34-40N River crossing equipment, o P
103.16-40F AAA :
124th Infantry Regiment Mengzi Infantry Division 2321-35N AAA, cargo trucks Conf : : 415t INFDIVHO @ 124th INF REGT
Ha & Bks AL | 10323-55E : ¢ 3215t ARTY REGT ‘@ Y\ 4204 INF DIV HO
125th Infantry Regiment Wenshan Army Bks West ALT  23-22.26N AAA, cargo trucks Cont ¢ . T 1218t INFREGT 350 d acry 125th INE REGT
104-13-36E. : ? REGT
(preinvasion) 3 ¢
126th Infantry Regiment Mengzi Army Bks West AL 2 23-22-02N AAA, cargo trucks, Conf % 4 126th INF REGT
103-23.46E small-arms fring fange, i :
obstacle course 2
322nd Artillery Regiment Mengzi Army Bks North AL 3 23-30-37N Grenade ranges, parade Conf : A e, . & R
B s : i : . N
cargo trucks : ¥ 5 / i i

*Unidentified unit, not shown on Figure 3. .

*+*Wade-Giles transliteration.

FIGURE 3. LOCATIONS OF 14TH ARMY UNITS, KUNMING MILITARY REGION
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REFERENCES
IMAGERY
(TSR) All applicable KEYHOLE imagery acquired from early 1977 through jas used in the 25X1
preparation of this report.
DOCUMENT
1. DIA. DDB-110-201-79-SI, Combined Ground Order of Battle (GOB) China (CH) (U), Jan 80 (TOP SECRETD 25X1
(S) Comments and queries regarding this report _are welcome. They may be directed to‘ ‘ 25X1

25X1

Forces Division, Imagery Exploitation Group, NPIC,
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